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UM STUDENTS WIN PRIZE IN NATIONAL LETTER-WRITING CONTEST
MISSOULA—
Three University of Montana students recently accepted a challenge from Johnson
Controls Inc. to write a letter to the nation’s 2008 presidential candidates asking them to clarify
their positions on energy and sustainability.
Their letter took third place in the national competition titled “Tom orrow ’s Energy
Ambassadors, Managers and Scholars.”
The TEAM challenge was issued by the Milwaukee-based corporation in response to an
editorial that dubbed college students the “Quiet G eneration.” Johnson Controls asked students
at more than 200 member schools of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in
Higher Education to demonstrate their awareness o f important energy and sustainability issues
by writing letters to the candidates.
UM students who wrote the prize-winning letter are environmental studies graduate
student Jessie Davie of Eliot, Maine, part-time sustainability coordinator for Associated
Students of UM; geology and political science senior Dustin Leftridge of Eureka, Calif.,
ASUM president; and Emily Peters of Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, an economics graduate student
and part-time UM Facilities Services sustainability coordinator.
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First place in the TEAM competition went to four students from Carnegie Mellon
University, and the Georgia Institute of Technology picked up the second place award. A panel
of six judges representing engineering, sustainability and business media from across the
country selected the winners. Two of the judges awarded the UM entry a perfect score.
Johnson Controls integrates products and services for more than 200 million vehicles,
12 million homes and 1 million commercial buildings with the aim to create a safe and
sustainable world.
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